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Chiefdoms under Siege: Spain's Rule and Native Adaptation in the Southern
Colombian Andes, 1535-1700. By Luis F. Calero. (Albuquerque: University

of New Mexico Press, 1997. xiv + 233 pp. Maps, tables, charts, appen
dixes, notes, glossary, bibliog:aphy, index. $50. 00 cloth.)

Luis Calero' s Chiefcom under Siege examine indigenous resis
tance to Spanish rule in six'eenth- and seventeenth-century Pasto, which
today is part of the modern Department of Narino in Colombia. The Pasto
region housed the sedentary Pastas, the Quillacingas, and the semi-nomadic
Abads. According to Caler , these communities uniquely "adapted, ex
ploited, and managed small ertical territories, emerging as self-sufficient,
autonomous chiefdoms with a substantial degree of social and economic
organization" {p. ix). The Pastos combined resistance with selective adapta
tion to Spanish intrusion, and it is noteworthy that today highland Narino
continues to be one of the most "Indian" regions of Colombia.
Calero' s work helps to fill an important void in our knowledge of
Indian-Spanish peripheral areas of colonial America. His research in the
Pasto region suggests that general patterns of culture inherent in core regions
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generally neglected peripheral area, it extends our knowledge of life on the
fringe, and in so doing augments our understanding of central areas as well.
If Pastos were in fact typical of peripheral areas in general, then it is a
certainty that they were not stagnant areas but very dynamic, both socially
and culturally. This study supports the concept that Spanish interaction with
Indians was a complex process, whether the milieu was periphery or core.
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